FERAL HORSE
FACT SHEET
THE NUMBERS
• Feral horses or “brumbies” are in plague proportions across the
iconic Aussie High Country.
• A 2019 aerial survey estimated around 20,000 horses in NSW’s
Kosciuszko National Park alone, with about 25,000 across the
NSW and Vic High Country.
• Across the Alps feral horses are currently increasing at an
unsustainable 23% per year.
• Their numbers have more than doubled in the last five years.
• When Banjo Paterson wrote The Man from Snowy River in 1890,
there were believed to be hundreds of feral horses in the High
Country and they were routinely controlled by graziers because
they were recognised as pests. There are now tens of thousands.

Feral horses or brumbies

THE PROBLEM
• The Australian High Country, also known as the Australian Alps, is
home to plants and animals found nowhere else in the country or
the world.
• Feral horses chew delicate alpine vegetation closely to the ground
and trample streams and bogs with their hard hooves, destroying
the delicate mountain landscapes, threatening unique species, and
silting up rivers which millions of Australians rely on.
THE VICTIMS (TO NAME JUST TWO OF THE 23 UNIQUE PLANTS
AND 11 UNIQUE ANIMALS)
• The mountain pygmy possum is the only Australian marsupial
that hibernates. It’s estimated there are only 2000 left in the wild.
Horses and other invasive species are a threat to its habitat and
food resources.
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• The corroboree frog is a stunning yellow-and-black amphibian
whose home in mossy bogs and wetlands is being trampled by tens
of thousands of hooves.
THE MYTHOLOGY OF THE HORSES
• Feral horse advocates are passionate about the idea of brumbies,
but many do not understand the terrible damage they wreak.
• They’re claimed to be a unique breed but are farm horses that
escaped or were released.
• It’s also claimed they are the noble descendants of horses that
served in WWI. This is untrue. Even if any were taken over there
from Kosciuszko (which is strongly disputed), only one horse made
it back, and it lived out its days in Melbourne.
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THE POLITICS
• In 2018, the Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act passed in the
NSW parliament. The architect of the Act was NSW Deputy
Premier John Barilaro (Nationals) whose state seat of Monaro
includes parts of Kosciuszko National Park, the largest national
park in NSW.
• This is the only law in Australia which exists to protect the heritage
of a feral species. There is no such law protecting deer, foxes,
rabbits, carp, feral cats, feral dogs, cane toads etc.
• The Act still has provisions for managing and removing horses,
however no large-scale horse removal has occurred since 2017.
Horse numbers have exploded since then.
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THE HUMANE SOLUTION
• In the dry lowlands of southern Kosciuszko National Park, there
are so many horses that many have starved to death in recent
droughts.
• In northern Kosciuszko, horses are competing with each other and
with the native wildlife for the scarce vegetation post-bushfres.
• Put simply, across the High Country, there are too many feral
horses for the sensitive landscape to cope with, and too many for
their own good.
• Sterilisation is often suggested as the magic solution. However, it
is regarded by experts as an ineffective solution in this situation.
Current available sterilisation technology has only seen success in
highly managed populations of a couple of hundred.
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WANT TO KNOW
MORE ABOUT
RECLAIM KOSCI?
Please visit
our website at
reclaimkosci.org.au
You will also find
our Fact checker Barilaro’s blusters.

To speak to a Reclaim Kosci spokesperson contact:
Candice Bartlett
info@reclaimkosci.org.au
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